Effect of the vasodilator peptides calcitonin gene-related peptide and atriopeptin on rabbit microvascular blood flow. Preliminary communication.
A neuropeptide known as calcitonin gene-related peptide (CGRP) has been shown to have vasodilatory properties in the rabbit epigastric island flap of almost equivalent potency to prostacyclin. The latter is currently regarded as the most potent vasodilator yet to be isolated. CGRP, with its longer-lasting effect in blood and its ability to overcome noradrenaline-induced vasospasm, may be promising for use during or after ischaemic flap transfer or replantation. Another known vasodilatory peptide, atriopeptin, was not as potent in the microvascular bed of the cutaneous flap as in major blood vessels.